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Aims of this evening 

To gain understanding of the Chinese 

curriculum including the pathway 

programme in BHS 

 

To have some ideas on how best to 

support your child at home. 

 



Overview of the Chinese 

programme  
Å3X45 minutes Y1-2, 5X45 minutes Y3-6 

ÅDifferentiation within pathway/class 

ÅIntroduction of Pinyin in Year 3 

ÅCultural lessons 

ÅLinking in with Units of Inquiry 

ÅBeginner level to near-native level 

ÅReading programmes 
(shared/graded/guided/independent) 

ÅOn-going assessment to allow movement 
between pathways 



Pathways 
"Wang, Xiaoping" <xiaopingw@esfcentre.edu.hk>  

   In ESF primary schools, a six-year, 

three-pathway course is designed for 

the primary years. While allowing 

students to reach achievable goals at 

their own pace, each pathway 

provides challenges and stimulation 

to maximize achievement through 

internal differentiation.  



Pathways - continued 

ÅPathway 1 focuses on the development of basic 
linguistic structures at elementary level. Oral Chinese 
is the primary concern and therefore precedes writing 
skills. However, exposure to printed media is 
important so that reading skills may develop after 
initial periods of 1-2 years. 

ÅPathway 2 represents a solid foundation for pursuing 
Chinese at Language B Level in secondary school. 
Four macro skills (Reading, Writing, Speaking and 
Listening) are equally important, but Literacy 
development receives more attention in Year 5-6. 

ÅPathway 3 caters for students with strong potential to 
use Chinese as an additional language, eventually for 
studying in local university or for entering the local 
work force.  

ï(ESF centre Chinese Curriculum, 2008) 



Pathway 1 Pathway 2 Pathway 3 

Listening 1. Oral 

vocabulary 

expands to 500 

words. 

 

2. Comprehend 

continuous oral 

input of 20-30 

seconds with 

modified content 

and speed. 

1. Oral vocabulary 

reaches 800 

words. 

 

 

2.  Comprehend  

unfamiliar but 

controlled oral 

input with a certain 

degree of comfort. 

1.  Oral vocabulary 

reaches 1,500 

words. 

Learning Outcome at the end of Year Six  



Pathway 1 Pathway 2 Pathway 3 

Speaking Deliver a 

meaningful speech 

of 20 seconds, 

with limited but 

varied linguistic 

features on 

familiar themes 

and topics. 

 

Engage in a 

conversation up to 

12 exchanges of 

taught content, 

unrehearsed 

Deliver a 30-45 

second speech on 

familiar topics for 

various purposes, 

prepared and 

rehearsed, 

showing 

reasonable 

coherence and 

richness in 

content. 

Deliver a one-

minute rehearsed 

speech on 

familiar topics, 

with reasonable 

linguistic 

accuracy, 

substantial 

content and 

appropriate effect 

to unfamiliar 

audience. 

Learning Outcome at the end of Year Six  



Pathway 1 Pathway 2 Pathway 3 

Reading Expand reading 

vocabulary to 350 

words. 

 

Predict the 

meaning of new 

characters from 

their components. 

  

 

Expand 

reading 

vocabulary to 

500 words. 

 

Read 

controlled 

and context 

appropriate 

text at 150 

words per 

minute. 

 

Vocabulary 

target: 1,100 

words. 

Learning Outcome at the end of Year Six  



Pathway 1 Pathway 2 Pathway 3 

Writing Writing 

vocabulary 

reaches 200 

words. 

 

Provide simple 

factual 

information fully 

in characters. 

 

Writing 

vocabulary 

reaches 

350 words. 

Writing vocabulary 

reaches 800 words. 

 

Compose a 200 

word piece on 

familiar topics 

under exam 

conditions, with 

reasonable content, 

linguistic accuracy, 

and appropriate 

style. 

Learning Outcome at the end of Year Six  



Mandarin staff in BHS 

Teacher Year 1 
Non-pathway 

Year 2 
Pathway 

Year 3 
Pathway 

Year 4 
Pathway 

Year 5 
Pathway  

Year 6 
Pathway 

Ms Yu 

&  

Ms Chao 

1B Two One Three Three One 

Ms Lynn  

&  

Ms Wang 

1W Three Two One One Two 

Ms Xu  

&  

Ms Lie 

1D One One Two Two Three 



Learning Resources 
Year 1 Path Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

ÅNon-

textbook 

based  

ÅReading 

books for 

shared 

reading & 

guided 

reading 

 

 

All year 

groups 

ÅOne full 

time 

Mandarin 

EA  

ÅThe 

Beacon  

ÅICT 

sessions 

for Y4-6 

ÅLaptops  

1 Non-
textbook 
based  
 
Reading 
books 

CME 1 
 
Reading 
books 
 
 

CME 1 
 
Reading 
books 
 
Reading 
books in 
class 

CME2 
 
Reading 
books 
 
Reading 
books in 
class 

Primary 
Chinese 1B + 
curriculum 
vocabulary 
list  
 
Reading books 
in class  

2 Shuang 
Shuang 
 1 + 2  

Shuang 
Shuang 2 
 
Primary 
Chinese 1B 
Class 
reading 
books 

Primary 
Chinese 
1B+2A  
 
Reading 
books in 
class 

Primary 
Chinese 
2A+2B  
 
Reading 
books in 
class 

Primary 
Chinese 3A, 
3B +4A  
CME 3 
Reading books 
in class and 
library  

 

3 

Shuang 
Shuang 2 
Primary 
Chinese 1B 
Reading 
books in 
class 

Primary 
Chinese 
1B+2A  
 
Reading 
books in 
class 

Primary 
Chinese 3A  
 
Reading 
books in 
class 
 

Primary 
Chinese 
3A+3B  
Reading 
books in 
class 
 

Primary 
Chinese 
4A+4B  
Reading books 
in library  



Textbooks/Reading books 

ÅSchool property 

ÅBring all Mandarin books to school 

everyday 

ÅReplacement cost for lost book: 

 

$75 for each copy of Primary Chinese 

$200 for CME textbook 

&100 for CME activity book 

$75 for one copy of class reading book 



Homework policy 

 due on Monday 

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Pathway 

1 None None As needed Weekly Weekly 

Pathway 

2  None As needed As needed Weekly Weekly 

Pathway 

3 Weekly Weekly Weekly Weekly Weekly 


